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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
Separated minors account for almost 10 percent of asylum seekers in Finland, a national percentage that is one of the highest in the European
Union. However, no specific authority required to directly attend to integration of this vulnerable population. Therefore, the purpose of this
research was to identify the main dimensions of integration for separated minors in Finland as perceived by professionals. Integration in this
context refers to a process and an end goal that enables young people from diverse cultures to become full functioning members of the society by
means of: 1) a relative and culturally sensitive framework that is individualized to meet the "best interest of the child"; 2) supporting the
attainment of personal agency and self-empowerment in preparation for eventual independence in the receiving society; and 3) acknowledging
that the receiving society and separated minors alike are key players in this two-way process.
Qualitative data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with fifteen professionals in social work, law, child welfare, asylum and
immigrant rights in Finland. Documents and literature were used to augment and contextualize the interview data. The findings of the study
indicate that Finland exhibits strength in their reception practices, accommodation, strong representation, effective education, and the presence of
devoted and competent actors. However, weaknesses exist as a result of an insensitive political environment, long waiting times on asylum
applications, the wide spread use of the temporary B- status, limited definitions of the family which adversely affect family reunification, and a
lack of proper health services for separated minors. The study identified three salient dimensions that facilitate the integration of separated
minors in Finland: 1) a sentient political environment, 2) maintaining cultural connections, and 3) establishing social and cultural relationships.
Separated minors in Finland are representative and victims of the growing disparity between the developed and developing world. Their
movement to, and their presence in Finland call attention to underdevelopment in their countries of origin. As a result Finland is now responsible
for their care and well being, underscoring how the integration of separated minors is associated with the multidisciplinary field of development
studies. Further, the knowledge from development studies may offer significant insights into how developed countries such as Finland can more
effectively support the integration of separated minors.
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